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the scientific equivalent of the old turtle of the Hindoos on which the elephant stands to support the elobe • if it be immaterial, it is the void beneath.
Such a criticism as  the above belongs to the primer of thought in this science 5 but objections aa obvious, brief, and fatal may be urged'against every main point of the argument.   Without entering on such a discussion it is sufficient to observe, as characteristic illustrations of the density of Poe's ignorance in this department of knowledge, that he regards space not as created but as given, explains the condensation of the universe as being a physical reaction upon the immaterial will of God (for the original radiating force cannot be discriminated from and is expressly identified with the divine volition, just as the primordial particle cannot bo discriminated from and is expressly identified with the divine essence), and lastly so confuses such simple notions as final and efficient causes that he contradistinguishes the force of repulsion from that of attraction aa arising and disappearing in obedience to the former instead of the later sort.    In a word, Poe's theory belongs to the infancy of speculation, .'.to the period before physics waa separated from ontology; in this sense,and in no other, Kennedy's :-: Remark that Poe wrote like " an old Greek philos-
i$$fee," was just.   .
, ^oe himself most prized in this hypothe-J!lifpanth,eistie portion.    The sentence of l^lll^y;^-« nous ne connaissons rien dele be material, it is onlyty, nor moral
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